CHAPTER VII

ONSIEUR BERGEREThadagreat
liking and esteem for craftsmen. As
he did not indulge in any elaborate
appointments, he rarely employed
workmen, but, when he did employ
one, he tried to enter into conversation with him,
being sure of hearing something worth listening to,
So he extended a gracious welcome to Roupart,
the carpenter, who came one morning to put up
some book-shelves in his study.

Riquet, as was his custom, lay in the depths of
his master's arm-chair, peacefully slumbering. But
the immemorial recollection of the perils which
surrounded his wild forbears in the forests makes
the domestic dog sleep lightly. It should further
be said that this hereditary readiness to awaken
promptly was fostered in Riquet by the sense of
duty. Riquet regarded himself as a watch-dog.
Firmly convinced that his mission in life was to
guard the house, he was proud and happy in his
vocation,
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